
 

Job Description 

Minister, River Christian Church 

 
Objective:  

 

To preach God’s Word, provide visionary leadership and pastoral care for 

River Christian Church. 

 

Responsibilities: 

 

Preaching and Teaching: 

 

A. Preach biblically-based and relevant sermons. 

B. Coordinate weekly Sunday morning gatherings. 

C. Preach and teach for special services 

D. Oversee the teaching ministry of River. 

 

Leadership and Management: 

 

A. Be the visionary, articulating and developing a long-term congregational 

plan 

B. Oversee and encourage all the ministry teams of the church. 

C. Lead by example, serving the church and meeting its needs. 

 

Pastoral Care: 

 

A. Develop and maintain and effective program for pastoral care. 

B. Conduct weddings and funerals as needed.. 

C. Provide limited counseling, and refer people to Christian counselors in 

the community, when necessary.  

 



  

River Christian Church 

(2902 E. Olympic) 

P.O. Box 7242 

Spokane, WA 99207 

History: 

River Christian launched in October 2005, as a “missional outreach” church 

in Hillyard, the oldest and poorest area of Spokane, led by John Hickman, 

former Senior Minister of Westgate Christian Church and formed with 

several families from Westgate.  It met for the first five year at Cooper 

Elementary, before moving into a rented building in downtown Hillyard in 

2010.  John Hickman semi-retired in 2010 and, after a brief minister search, 

his son Seth was asked to become Senior Minister and John stepped back to 

the position of Associate Minister.  That building was sold in 2015 and the 

congregation was forced to relocate again in 2017, to a vacant church 

building owned by the Assembly of God ministries, off the main street and 

into the Hillyard neighborhood.   

 

Current Situation:   
For the past two years, Seth has been preaching Sunday services while a 

fulltime student at Gonzaga University, pursuing a degree in Civil 

Engineering.  His sermons are posted weekly on www.river-spokane.org and 

the church has a page on Facebook.  John has done most of the calling and 

shepherding during this period.  Seth recently started a fulltime internship, 

which will likely turn into fulltime employment this Summer.  He will 

continue to preach until a new minister is onboard, but the position is open 

and available for immediate occupancy.  Ultimately, the congregation would 

like to secure its own building, and the new minister will be part of that 

process.  

 

Financial Situation:   

River has operated on a $110K annual budget and is committed to missions 

and benevolence.  The minister’s salary is in the $40-60K range, with the 

starting salary based on knowledge and experience.  River will help the 

minister secure health benefits under the ACA within the Washington state 

exchange and defray a portion of the medical expenses.  The church works 

with ten missional outreach endeavors, most in the Spokane area.  There is 

an  

  

http://www.river-spokane.org/


established feeding ministry and clothing closet (not operated by River CC) 

at our new location. 

 

 

Congregational Demographics:   

The congregational attendance averages around 100, and is broken down by 

age groups, as follows:  60+ (35); 50-60 (20; 40-50 (6); 30-40 (14). 20-30 

(2) and Kids (23).  We have children’s classes during church, but no adult 

Sunday School. 

 

Leadership: 

River is currently operating with a leadership advisory team of five couples 

and the minister. There are weekly men’s, women’s and a seniors’ midweek 

fellowship groups.  Both John and Seth, along with two or three other men 

are fully qualified to assist with preaching duties, if needed.  Having two 

prior ministers in the fellowship will allow Seth’s replacement to have time 

away from the pulpit for rest and planning for River’s future.   The River 

“family” love Seth and John, but it is time to replace these two loyal servants 

of Jesus. 

 

 

Information about the Spokane Area: 

The greater Spokane area is a mission field as on any given Sunday some 

estimate as much as 80% of the area does not attend a church 

service.  Spokane is the largest city between Minneapolis St. Paul, 

Minnesota and Seattle, Washington. Interstate 90 goes through Spokane, 

connecting the two metropolitan areas. Spokane is the second largest city in 

Washington with a combined population of 300,000 counting Spokane & 

Spokane Valley.  The population of Spokane county is about 

http://wikitravel.org/en/File:Spokane's_Riverfront_Park.jpg


480,000.  Many folks come down from Canada to shop.  Spokane is about 

30 miles from the Idaho border and 280 miles east of Seattle.   

Spokane is a major medical hub for the “inland empire” and the medical 

field is one of the major employers in the area.  The area’s largest employer 

is Fairchild Air Force Base.  Spokane also has a VA Hospital to serve the 

veterans of the area who have served our country.   

Spokane is also a major educational hub for our area.  Washington State 

University is located south of Spokane in Pullman, University of Idaho is in 

Moscow, Idaho, Eastern Washington University is just west of Spokane in 

Cheney.  Spokane Falls Community College and Spokane Community 

College, Gonzaga University and Whitworth University all make their home 

in Spokane. 

Spokane is an area that has four seasons and some winters have more snow 

than others.  This year we had over 60 inches and the average snowfall is 45 

inches.  The average rainfall is about 16 inches, with very low humidity.  We 

must water in the summer months, to maintain lawns and have productive 

gardens.  Our electricity rates are among the lowest in the nation, since most 

of our electricity is derived from hydroelectric sources.  

 The area offers everything from hiking, fishing and summer and winter 

skiing.  Some of the area ski resorts are Mt. Spokane (just NE of Spokane), 

49 Degrees North (just East of Chewelah), Silver Mountain (near Kellogg, 

ID), Lookout Mountain (on I-90 at the Idaho/Montana border) and 

Schweitzer Ski Resort (just NW of Sandpoint, ID).  There are many lakes for 

fishing or summer recreational use, for those who appreciate the great 

blessings of God creation.   

River desires to be "living water for thirsty people."  On the first Sunday in 

May, Spokane has a 12K Bloomsday race that draws nearly 50,00 runners, 

joggers, walkers and wheelers from all over the world.  Spokane also has an 

annual outdoor 3-on-3 basketball tournament called “Hoopfest,” held in 

downtown Spokane the last weekend in June.  It is the largest event of its 

kind in the world.  The Spokane River Centennial Trail is a 37 miles paved 

trail that starts runs from Sontag Park in Nine Mile Falls, WA to the Idaho 

border that thousands of people regularly enjoy. 

The community we have located our ministry in is called Hillyard.  It was a 

major railroad hub for the Great Northern railway back in the day, but no 



longer is.  Due to its historical roots with the railroad and workers housed in 

the area, it acquired a rough and rowdy reputation.  Today it is one of the 

poorest sections of Spokane and among the poorest zip codes in the state of 

Washington. 

The Spokane River goes right through the center of the city, which is one of 

the reasons we have named our ministry River.  Revelation 22:1-2 says, 

"And the Angel showed me a pure river with the water of life, clear as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb, coursing down the 

center of the main street." (NLT). 

 

 
 


