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Mission
Marion Road Christian Church exists to glorify God through worship, 

sharing the Good News, developing disciples, and serving others.

Vision
We will become a light on the hill in southeast Rochester.

● We will be a multi-generational community of worshipers and 
learners who continue to build on a heritage of biblical truth that 
attracts people to new life in Jesus Christ.

● We will serve our neighbors in need, near and far, being known for 
our generosity in sharing the Gospel and our material resources.

● We will leverage our location in ways that will bless others, as good 
stewards of the building and property that are ours by God’s 
blessing.

Marion Road Christian Church
4051 50th Ave SE  ⦀  Rochester, MN 55904
507-288-1063  ⦀  office@marionchurch.com

https://www.marionchurch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marionroadchristianchurch/
https://www.postbulletin.com/life/lifestyles/faith-focus-tour-new-church-building-in-marion/article_0a33b4d2-105e-11e9-ab89-5768d1512a0a.html


Church History

The history of Marion Road Christian Church runs parallel with the arrival of the first 
European settlers to the region in 1854.  The newly-founded village of Marion became a 
preaching point for several years before the official organization of the Church of Christ in 
Marion in 1866. 
 
Led by Pastor Levan, services were held in the Marion schoolhouse until 1872, when a 
building was jointly built with a Baptist congregation.  The two groups shared the facility 
until 1902, when it became solely owned by the Church of Christ. 
 
Many early pastors were shared with the Rochester Disciples of Christ. 
 
The original building served as the home of the congregation until 1980, when a second 
building was erected on the north end of the property and the original building was razed to 
accommodate a parking lot. 
 

In 2005, the church purchased, for the purpose of relocating and constructing, a 48-acre plot 
of land about two miles away on the northwest corner of the Marion Road exit of U.S. 
Highway 52.
 
After more than ten years of praying, planning, and fundraising, construction began in 2017, 
with occupancy in late 2018.  The congregation voted to change its name from Marion 
Church of Christ to Marion Road Christian Church as it moved to the new location. 

These people were pillars in the household of 
God — unshakeable and immovable — 
locked into God’’s eternal purposes.

-Bill Crum, 1963 Marion Church of Christ Minister



Church Profile

Worship
We worship through the reading of the Word, the preaching of the Word, the singing of the Word, 
the praying of the Word, the cheerful giving of our resources, the participation in communion, and 
baptism by immersion.
Children & Youth
As the next generation of the church, we partner with parents in raising up children to be lifelong 
followers of Jesus.  We do this through education, music, recreation, service, and leadership 
development.

● MRCC is a missions-minded church
● Missions is 20-25% of the total church budget

● MRCC is a generous church, with offerings well ahead of budget needs
● Annual budget has more than tripled since 2010 to approximately $445,000
● Building campaign generated almost  $400,000 since 2018, plus an additional 

$140,000 in member loans

● MRCC is a growing church
● Worship average:  2018  = 123;  2019 = 151; 2020 (before COVID) = 166
● Sunday School average: 2018  =   70;  2019 =   76; 2020 (before COVID) =   80

● MRCC is a family-oriented church
● Large Wednesday night program for all ages
● 100 in VBS for 2019 (2020 cancelled because of COVID)
● Huge participation in Pine Haven Christian Assembly, both campers and 

volunteers



We recently completed a $2.5M+ building project and currently 
owe less than $705,000 of the total cost
● The project includes a new church building on 48 wooded 

acres, along a major 4-lane highway, with an auditorium 
seating 250+, a large foyer and fellowship area, spacious and 
welcoming Christian Education facilities, office space, 
meeting rooms, and up-to-date electronic infrastructure and 
equipment

● During 2020 and the COVID epidemic, with extra payments, 
we paid down the principle of our loan by over $166,000

Our hopes for the future:
● Grow our staff, by adding  a new Children’s Minister in 2021
● To continue to develop our new campus to benefit both the 

congregation and our community
● To build Christ's church at Marion, through our outreach and 

His blessing, to a size of 300-500 people
● To embrace future facility expansion as needed
● To become a major supporting church of at least one 

missionary, providing at least half of their total support

Church Future

Amazing 
community and 
very friend ly!

-Facebook visitor review, 
April 2018



Regional Profile

Minnesota: The Bold North

From the headwaters of the Mississippi to 
breathtaking winter snow, The Land of 10,000 
Lakes is full of opportunities that are 
#onlyinmn.

Southeastern Minnesota is known for its rivers, 
streams, valleys, and wooded bluffs.  There are 
endless outdoor activities for every season.  
Rochester has the convenience of a large city 
with a small town feel.

Rochester’s population is approximately 
114,011, making it the third-largest city in 
Minnesota.

Rochester is home to the world-renowned 
Mayo Clinic, serving thousands of patients 
from all over the world with their expert 
medical care.  Nearly every specialty is 
represented by this world leader of medical 
care, education, and research.

Destination Medical Center (DMC) is a 
partnership between state and local 
governments, community partners, and Mayo 
Clinic to further grow the community’s 
economy.  The goal is to secure Rochester and 
Minnesota as a global destination for 
healthcare in an optimal setting.

● Experience Rochester Accolades
● Rochester Area Economic Development, 

Inc. “Living Here”
● Rochester Named Third Most Innovative 

City in the U.S. July 2019

Rochester, Minnesota is consistently 
ranked among the best places to live 

in the United States
https://livability.com/mn/rochester

https://www.experiencerochestermn.com/media/rankings-and-recognitions/
http://www.raedi.com/living-here.php
http://www.raedi.com/living-here.php
https://www.kaaltv.com/news/rochester-mn-named-third-most-innovative-city-in-country-business-insider/5429309/
https://www.kaaltv.com/news/rochester-mn-named-third-most-innovative-city-in-country-business-insider/5429309/
https://livability.com/mn/rochester


The Opportunity

The new Children’s Minister will 
have the opportunity to…

● Take full advantage of a beautiful new facility 
and children’s education wing

● Lead our congregation to realize the full 
spiritual potential of our children

● Minister in a thriving community poised for 
growth

The new Children’s Minister will 
navigate challenges related to…

● Creating and leading  programs that will 
develop deep discipleship in our children

● Growing outstanding, skillful, loving  teachers
● Working with ministry staff to integrate and 

enhance Children’s, Youth, and Family 
ministries

This is an 
extremely 
exciting time in 
the history of the 
Marion Road 
Church ...
-Marion Road Christian Church 

Elders, January 2021



Desired Characteristics

Children’s Minister Skills Profile

Ministry/Leadership Skills

● Biblical knowledge (BA/BS 
in Bible, plus Children’s 
Ministry or Elementary Ed., 
or similar experience)

● Children’s ministry 
leadership ( 5 yrs. 
preferred)

● Exegetical  teaching for 
children

● Curriculum planning and 
development

● Foster spiritual growth and 
spiritual discipline

● Theologically sound 
worship focus and content

● Evangelism and outreach
● Pastoral care and spiritual 

counseling for families

Administrative Skills

● Leadership of volunteer 
staff  – recruiting, team 
building, discipling, 
training, and technology

● Teamwork – work together 
with leadership, 
congregation, and staff

● Communication skills
● Organizational skills
● Problem solving and 

consensus building
● Ability to lead and adapt 

through change
● Critical thinking / analysis

Personal Characteristics

● Model of personal 
discipleship and Christian 
character

● Heart for unchurched 
families, and Christ-like 
passion for children

● Committed to principles 
and theology of the 
Restoration Movement

● Self directed, self 
disciplined, industrious

● Able to address cultural 
issues from a biblical 
perspective

● Lifelong learner
● Innovative and creative
● Humble
● Good steward of time and 

finances



Thank You

Our family is praying for yours as you 
consider the possibilities at Marion 
Road Christian Church.

To explore this opportunity further, 
please contact Dennis Martin, Elder 
and Chairperson of the Search 
Committee, at 
search@marionchurch.com.

mailto:search@marionchurch.com

