
A History of Our Church
Organized in 1852, eight years before Abraham Lincoln would be 
elected our country's 16th President, First Christian Church (FCC) 
built their first brick building at the corner of South and Quincy. 
FCC is not affiliated with a specific denomination but is part of 
what is known as the Restoration Movement. Also known as the 
Stone-Campbell movement, this 200+ year-old fellowship of 
churches considers their "founding fathers" to be men such as 
Thomas and Alexander Campbell, Barton W. Stone, and Walter 
Scott. Today, the Restoration Movement has three "branches":

• Disciples of Christ
• The Independent Christian Churches and Churches of Christ
• The Non-Instrumental Churches of Christ

• FCC is considered to be an Independent Christian Church

FCC has had three church buildings during its history, with the current building at the corner of 
Main and Jackson being dedicated in September of 1949 and a new sanctuary completed in 1997. 
Major building renovations took place in 2004, 2015, and 2016. FCC was a mobile church for over 
three and a half years, following a fire that destroyed their second building at the corner of Adams 
and Monroe on the Saturday before Christmas in 1945. 

Today, FCC offers two Sunday morning services, a more traditional service at 8:15am and a more 
modern service at 10:45am. A church-wide Bible School hour begins each week at 9:30am and 
activities for youth and adults take place on Sunday evenings and Wednesday evenings during the 
school year. Sunday morning services have an average attendance of 481. Weekly group 
attendance averages 272. FCC has a budget of over $900,000 in 2019, with almost 20% of this 
amount going to support local outreach and global missions.

For 165 years, FCC has strived to make a difference in Clinton and DeWitt County. More 
information about our church can be found at http://www.clintonfcc.com.
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCHCHURCH PROFILE



WORD:
The Word of God is living and transformative and is our authority.WORSHIP:

Everything we do is in response to God’s goodness toward us.PRAYER:
We pray for the Kingdom of God to come here and now.GROWTH:

We are called to maturity and to look like Jesus.GATHERING:
We gather as the Body of Christ to grow and be sent.GENEROSITY:

We are called to give with the same generosity God has shown.STORIES:
We tell stories as part of His story.SERVICE:

We serve others as Christ has served us.INVITATION:
We desire to welcome all into the life of Jesus Christ.HOPE:

We believe there is hope for everyone.
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Our Mission
First Christian Church exists to love God, build the church and reach the world.Our Vision
First Christian Church desires to be a passionate community of Disciple makers.Our Core Values



1. The Bible is our only authority.
Psalm 119:105, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Romans 15:4, 2 Peter 1:20-21

2. Saved by the Grace of God.
Ephesians 1:8-9, Romans 5:8, Romans 6:23

3. Baptism by immersion as part of the salvation process.
Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, 1 Peter 3:21

4. Weekly observance of the Lord’s Supper.
Mark 14: 22-24, Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 11:23-29

5. Every member ministry (the Priesthood of all believers)
Ephesians 4:7-13, Romans 12:3-8, 1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:5b-6

6. Independence of the local congregation (No denominational oversight)
Nowhere is a denominational hierarchy seen in the New Testament. First Christian 
Church of Clinton does not participate in denominational structure – our local 
congregation is independent.
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Six Staples – The Primary Beliefs in Faith and Practice at Our Church



Today, FCC offers two Sunday morning services. A more traditional service led by a pianist 
with hymns begins at 8:15am, and a more modern service led by a band with modern 
worship music is at 10:45am.

A church-wide Bible School hour occurs each week between these services at 9:30am. There 
are several adult classes during this time to choose from. 

Activities for youth and adults take place on Sunday evenings and Wednesday evenings 
during the school year. Bible studies meet throughout the year and are open for anyone 
interested to join. 

Throughout the year, many connection events are held that help us grow as a church and 
reach out to our community. 

Congregational meetings are held bi-annually with the purpose of affirming elder 
nominations and the Ministry Action Plan (budget).

4

Our Services and Activities



Our vision to become a passionate community of Disciple makers presents many 
opportunities for FCC. Our strong history, good reputation within the community, 
cohesiveness of the staff, and financial strength provide a strong foundation on which to 
build.  

We have seen God moving in our congregation through:
• The Neighborhood Care Center, which reaches the marginalized in the community 

through the Neighborhood Market, Crisis Relief Ministry, and Clothing Room Ministry 
Referrals, along with several other ministries.

• Connections Events that allow members of the congregation to get to know one another 
and invite others to join in activities that build relationships both inside and outside the 
church walls, including our Meet & Greet and Discover FCC events that are open to 
everyone but are especially geared toward helping those new to FCC learn more about 
our church.

• Offerings that provide opportunities to step into discipleship, such as the Rooted 
interactive discipleship experience that enables participants to engage with others in the 
seven rhythms: daily devotion/study, service, sacrificial generosity, 
confessions/strongholds, prayer, stories, and celebration.

• Various Missions we support with our personal engagement, monthly support, and 
special gifts.

But the engagement of the church in the community should not end there. In order to truly 
succeed as disciple makers, we have more opportunities to explore:
• Understanding discipleship and how to make disciples
• Recognizing our spiritual gifts and encouraging each other to use them 
• Embracing change and empowering new ideas 
• Building stronger trust in the leadership of the church 
• Interacting with the marginalized in the community
• Engaging men in fellowship opportunities
• Building stronger connections across generations   
• Finding relevance with the current culture and generation 
• Communicating the love of Christ outside the walls of the church
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Our Opportunities



First Christian Church's elders and staff collaborate to provide leadership for the church.  The 
elders provide oversight and direction while entrusting the daily implementation and 
management of that direction to ministry staff, under the leadership of the lead minister.  
The elders and staff at FCC enjoy working together in a mutually respectful and supportive 
environment. 

The elders of FCC are nominated by the congregation and undergo an approval process 
before being presented to the congregation for vote.  First-year elders are eligible for a one-
year term; experienced elders are eligible for a three-year term, after which one year of non-
service is mandated.  Elders are not paid staff; they serve as volunteers.   

The staff of FCC strives to work together, supporting one another both professionally and 
personally.  The lead minister provides leadership for the staff as they lead their ministries 
and make practical decisions on how to implement and carry out the vision and mission of 
the church.    

Ministry Staff

Samuel Green – Minister of Spiritual Formation & Modern Worship 
Oversees key discipleship and spiritual formation initiatives of the church.  Also 
oversees and directs the music and artistic elements of modern services.  Samuel 
joined staff in June 2013. 

Dinelle Frankland – Minister of Traditional Worship & Director of Choirs 
Oversees and directs the music and artistic elements of traditional worship services. 
Also oversees and directs the choir.  Dinelle joined staff part-time in September 2019.

Cody Monkman – Minister of Community Impact & Care 
Oversees community care ministries through the Neighborhood Care Center.  Also 
oversees pastoral care for the church.  Cody began participating at FCC while in high 
school.  He joined staff in March 2013. 

Cassandra Benton – Minister of Children, Early Childhood 
Oversees children's ministry for birth through preschool.  Also oversees Christian 
Education for all ages.  Cassandra has attended FCC since childhood and joined staff in 
June 2015. 

Allison Hitchings – Minister of Children, Elementary 
Oversees discipleship and ministry for elementary school children, grades K-5.  Allison 
joined staff in June 2015. 

Ben Pertl – Minister of Students  
Oversees discipleship and ministry for junior high and high school students, grades 6-
12.  Ben joined staff in September 2017.

Lindsey Moody – Connections & Community
Helps new people connect to FCC and helps everyone connect to groups and services.  
Lindsey grew up attending FCC and joined staff part-time in February 2017.
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Our Church Staff



Administrative Staff

Mandi Ries – Ministry Administrative Assistant
Assists all staff and ministries.  Handles public relations and provides information to 
church and community.  Mandi began attending FCC as a child.  She joined staff in June 
2015.

Jen Jacobs – Financial Administrative Assistant
Maintains church financial records. Assists all staff and ministries. Jen joined staff in 
February 2017.

Custodial Staff

Karen Riggs – Joined staff in November 1996.

Kelly Riggs – Joined staff in June 1999.

Rebecca Thoms – Joined staff part-time in November 2016.
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Our Church Staff



Our Community
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At a Glance
Clinton population: 
7,260 Median age: 

38.7
Median household income: 

$45,877

DeWitt County population: 
16,176 Median age: 

42.8
Median household income: $55,411

In 2017, Clinton, IL had a population of 7,260 people with a median age of 38.7 and a 
median household income of $45,877. Between 2016 and 2017 the population of Clinton 
grew from 7,195 to 7,260, a 0.903% increase and its median household income grew 
from $44,143 to $45,877, a 3.93% increase.

The population of Clinton is 87.9% White Alone, 6.39% Two or More Races, and 4.48% 
Hispanic or Latino. 98.8% of the population are U.S. citizens.

The median property value in Clinton is $79,100 and the home ownership rate is 69.2%. 
Most people in Clinton commute with an average commute time of 18.3 minutes. 

The economy of Clinton employs 3,340k people. The largest industries are Retail Trade  
(472 people), Manufacturing (447 people), and Health Care & Social Assistance (367 
people).

By contrast, in 2017, DeWitt County, IL had a population of 16,176 people with a median age of 42.8 and a median household 
income of $55,411. Between 2016 and 2017 the population of DeWitt County declined from 16,322 to 16,176, a -0.894% decrease 
while its median household income grew from $53,510 to $55,411, a 3.55% increase. 

The population of DeWitt County is 89.1% White Alone, 7.43% Two or More Races, and 2.56% Hispanic or Latino. 99.2% of the 
population are U.S. citizens.

The median property value in DeWitt County is $98,000 and the home ownership rate is 77.9%. Most people in DeWitt County 
commute with an average commute time of 20.9 minutes. 

The economy of DeWitt County employs 8,110 people. The largest industries are Manufacturing (1,077 people), Retail Trade 
(1,002 people), and Health Care & Social Assistance (940 people).

Data provided by the Census Bureau ASC PUMS 5-year estimate



LEAD MINISTER PROFILE
First Christian Church of Clinton (FCC)

SUMMARY: The lead minister is the primary leader and visionary. He has broad responsibility for the 
spiritual health and growth of the church in all areas including prayer, mission/evangelism, 
discipleship/formation, and leadership development. The lead minister needs to be the articulate 
communicator of mission, vision, values, and strategy, as well as embody them personally. He will 
work and lead in collaboration with elders, staff, and ministry leaders to carry out responsibilities.
CHARACTER:

• Loves God with heart, soul, mind, and strength
• Invests time in prayer and God’s Word for personal growth
• Demonstrates the fruit of the Spirit
• Loves both lost and found people
• Demonstrates humility and respect for others
• Invests time in his family as husband and father
• Leads as a servant out of a strong identity in Christ
• Demonstrates faithfulness, availability, and teachability
• Lives a lifestyle according to biblical standards
• Exhibits bold faith
• Speaks and receives truth graciously
• Demonstrates emotional intelligence and a sense of humor

COMPETENCIES:
• Prayer: Committed to praying daily for the church, community and world
• Ministry of the Word: Able to effectively communicate God’s Word across different 
generations, ethnicities and economic groups
• Vision: Is clear and supportive of FCC’s vision to be a passionate community of disciple 
makers and is able to get others to own the vision
• Leadership:

• Leads decisively while working in collaboration with others
• Develops and empowers others to lead
• Relational team leader, team builder and team player
• Previous senior leadership experience and Bible college training preferred

CHEMISTRY:
• Feels a sense of call to FCC and has support from spouse
• Feels a sense of fit with Central Illinois and Clinton/Dewitt County
• Feels a sense of fit and passion for the diversity of generations at FCC
• Feels a sense of fit with our “tribe” (Restoration Movement)
• Feels a sense of fit with key leaders, staff, elders, and the church

RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Be the primary face and voice for the church and the main communicator in 
preaching/teaching
• Lead, develop, and empower staff and leadership structure
• Manage, develop, and oversee staff
• Partner with and develop elders
• Invest in, build connections with, and be willing to live in the community of Clinton
• Lead efforts to engage and serve the community surrounding the campus
• Provide pastoral care and follow-up as needed
• Growth and development of respective campus
• All other duties as required

9
100 N. Jackson St. Clinton, IL 61727  Phone: 217-935-3139  Email: http://www.clintonfcc.com

Email resumes and relevant information to:  searchcommittee@clintonfcc.com


