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Learning Goal, Philosophies, and Outcomes 
 
OUR LEARNING GOAL 
The learning goal of Ozark Christian College is to educate and equip students to become like Christ and serve Christ 
in leadership ministry. Graduates will be biblically grounded, spiritually matured, culturally engaged, and 
vocationally prepared. 

OUR LEARNING PHILOSOPHIES AND OUTCOMES 
 
The general education curriculum contributes to this goal by equipping students with the foundational skills, 
knowledge, and disposition necessary to be productive, well-informed, and ethical members of society. More 
specifically, our general education curriculum both (a) prepares students for the more specialized learning of our 
biblical and professional curriculum, and (b) provides the skills necessary to apply this learning to the settings and 
problems they will engage in the world we are sending them out to serve. To this end, general education will 
prepare students to… 

GE 1: Communicate effectively in written and oral forms. 
GE 2: Think critically from a Christian worldview. 
GE 3: Identify informational needs for lifelong learning. 
GE 4: Work collaboratively to accomplish shared goals. 
GE 5: Appreciate and responsibly engage the physical world and diverse cultures, both past and present. 
GE 6: Integrate learning and experiences to new settings and complex problems. 
GE 7: Solve quantitative problems from everyday life situations. 

The biblical education curriculum contributes to this goal by equipping students to know and affirm the content of 
the Bible and interpret it to discern the author’s intended meaning. It will also contribute to the spiritual formation 
of students so that they can effectively serve in the church and the world. This biblical foundation will guide 
students in forming a Christian worldview and philosophy of ministry to be developed in the general and 
professional curricula. To this end, biblical education will prepare students to… 
 

BE 1: Know the historical and theological content of the Bible. 
BE 2: Employ sound historical-grammatical principles for biblical interpretation. 
BE 3: Affirm one’s personal belief in the lordship of Jesus and in the authority of the Scriptures. 
BE 4: Grow in spiritual formation and develop plans for continued growth. 
 

The professional education curriculum contributes to this goal by preparing students with practical instruction for 
effective ministry inside the church vocationally or in the larger marketplace. Through classroom instruction and 
field experience, as well as an emphasis on Christian service, students will be equipped with a framework that is 
designed to shape their motives, strategies, applications and practices of various ministry skills. To this end, 
professional education will prepare students to: 
 

PE 1: Articulate a philosophy of Christian service consistent with a biblical theology.   
PE 2: Demonstrate the ability to engage the culture in which Christian service takes place. 
PE 3: Execute the principles of biblical discipleship within their Christian service context. 
PE 4: Accomplish professional competencies. 
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GE 1: Communicate effectively in written and oral forms. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 1-1: Demonstrate 
effective audience 
analysis and contextual 
awareness. 

The student possesses an 
understanding of the 
audience that recognizes 
unspoken complexities. 
This understanding has 
been used to creatively 
engage the audience.  

The student has 
communicated in specific 
ways that demonstrate 
an accurate 
understanding of the 
specific needs of the 
audience and the 
context. 

The student is 
inconsistent or shallow 
in the understanding of 
audience and context in 
ways that limit 
effectiveness. 

There is little or no 
concern for audience 
analysis or contextual 
awareness. 

PI 1-2: Revise and edit for 
accuracy and clarity. 

The student’s language is 
creative, precise, and 
accurate. The work is 
almost entirely free from 
errors. 

The work is largely free 
from basic errors. Most 
unclear terms or ideas 
have been explained. 
Vagueness is largely 
avoided. 

Basic errors are limited 
but not avoided. There 
are some sections of the 
student’s work that 
remain unclear or vague. 

The majority of the 
student’s work is vague 
and overrun with errors 
limiting clarity and 
effectiveness. 

PI 1-3: Assemble logical, 
well-informed 
arguments. 

The student’s work is 
logical, structured, and 
creative. The student 
addresses complexity 
with clear explanations. 
Claims are substantiated 
by research evidence 
that exceeds 
expectations. 

The student’s work has a 
clear and logical 
structure. Arguments are 
largely supported by 
evidence taken from 
reliable sources.  

Structure is present, but 
the student’s arguments 
are difficult to follow 
and is not always 
supported by sound 
evidence.  

The student’s 
arguments lack logical 
coherence. Arguments 
are not based on 
evidence or research. 

PI 1-4: Create a single 
sentence to focus the 
piece. 

The student has 
identified a clear and 
creative focusing 
sentence. The student’s 
work has been 
integrated exceptionally 
well in support of this 
dominant idea. 

The focusing sentence is 
effective in providing 
structure to the work. 
The student’s work 
supports the dominant 
idea.  

The student has 
identified a focusing 
sentence, but this 
sentence needs 
significant revision in 
order to be effective. 
Parts of the work do not 
fall under the direction 
of this sentence. 

There is no evidence of 
a single, focusing 
sentence in the 
student’s work. 

PI 1-5: Communicate 
clearly in an appropriate 
style. (For written 
communication this 
means following an 
accepted style such as 
Turabian. For oral 
communication this 
means communicating in 
an effective verbal/non-
verbal style.) 

The student has 
communicated 
exceptionally in an 
acceptable style. There 
were virtually no errors 
or distractions. There 
was a high level of 
attention to detail. 

The student has 
communicated in an 
acceptable style with 
minimal errors or 
inconsistencies. The style 
has helped the 
communication rather 
than distracted from it. 

The student has 
attempted to follow an 
acceptable style, but 
more work needs to be 
done to apply this style 
with consistency and 
effectiveness. 

The student has 
neglected to follow an 
acceptable style. The 
style is inconsistent and 
sloppy. 
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GE 2: Think Critically from a Christian Worldview 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 2-1: Identify the basic 
elements of various 
worldviews with a 
special emphasis on the 
Christian worldview. 

The student has correctly 
identified, categorized, 
and contrasted various 
worldviews in ways that 
go well beyond the 
obvious. The student 
understands and 
correctly employs all 
worldview terminology.  

The student has correctly 
identified and 
categorized various 
worldviews. The student 
understands worldview 
terminology.  

The student has 
correctly identified only 
some elements of 
worldview. The student 
does not yet possess a 
confident knowledge in 
the differences between 
worldviews. 
Terminology is not 
always accurately 
understood.  

The student lacks a basic 
understanding of the 
elements of worldview. 
Terminology is not known 
or is regularly 
misunderstood.  

PI 2-2: Understand and 
fairly represent 
alternative positions on 
an issue. 

The student has used 
sources and evidence 
representing all sides of 
an issue. Complexity is 
acknowledged and 
appreciated. The 
student’s representation 
of alternative positions is 
thorough, charitable, and 
self-aware.  

The student understands 
alternative positions and 
accurately represents 
them. Complexity is 
acknowledged. 
Competing positions are 
fairly and accurately 
represented. 

While the student has 
attempted to articulate 
competing positions, 
these positions are not 
accurately or objectively 
presented. Complex 
issues are treated 
simplistically. There is a 
tendency towards 
dismissive or 
uncharitable treatment 
of other positions. 

The student has ignored 
or misrepresented 
alternative positions. 
There is an almost 
complete lack of fairness 
or objectivity.  

PI 2-3: Analyze 
contributing 
assumptions and 
contexts in an 
argument. 

The student has carefully 
analyzed the 
assumptions and 
contexts that affect 
positions on complex 
issues including the 
student’s own position.   

The student has 
successfully connected 
assumptions and 
contexts to positions in 
an argument. The 
student may not always 
be aware of his/her own 
contributing 
assumptions. 

The student’s analysis 
lacks depth or accuracy. 
Connections are not 
made between 
assumptions and 
conclusions. The student 
does not recognize 
his/her own 
assumptions. 

There is little or no effort 
to analyze the 
contributing assumptions 
or contexts in an 
argument. 

PI 2-4: Suggest possible 
implications and 
applications of ideas. 

The student has 
thoroughly vetted ideas 
for their positive and 
negative implications 
moving well beyond 
what is obvious. 
Applications are creative, 
specific, and also wide 
ranging in their scope. 

The student has 
suggested reasonable 
and appropriate 
implications of ideas. The 
student recognizes both 
positive and negative 
implications. Immediate 
and specific applications 
of ideas are recognized. 

The student recognizes 
some possible 
implications and 
applications. Some 
implications may be 
misdiagnosed or reveal 
bias. Implications and 
applications rarely move 
beyond the obvious. 

The student has 
neglected to recognize or 
has badly diagnosed 
possible implications or 
applications of ideas.  

PI 2-5: Reach sound 
conclusions based on 
logical analysis of 
evidence. 

The student has 
reasoned with 
exceptional clarity and 
logic. Conclusions flow 
naturally from evidence 
that has been 
thoughtfully analyzed 
and integrated. 
Conclusions are sound 
and creatively presented.  

The student has 
articulated clear 
conclusions tied to 
evidence. The student’s 
reasoning is free of 
fallacies. Evidence has 
been thoughtfully 
analyzed and integrated. 

The student’s work 
displays some logical 
fallacies. Conclusions 
may nominally be tied to 
evidence, but they 
remain vague and 
inconsistent. Evidence is 
taken at face value 
without analysis.  

The student’s work 
commits numerous 
logical fallacies. 
Conclusions are regularly 
drawn independent of or 
contrary to evidence. 
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GE 3: Identify informational needs for lifelong learning. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 3-1: Acquire and use 
learning resources 
effectively and ethically. 

The student has 
acquired resources of 
the highest quality using 
advanced search 
strategies. Sources are 
diverse, relevant, and 
expert. Student has 
demonstrated the 
ability to define the 
scope of research. 

The student has 
successfully acquired 
and used quality 
resources. Resources 
have been used 
responsibly and 
ethically. The student 
has demonstrated the 
ability to refine the 
search for resources. 

The number and/or 
quality of learning 
resources used was 
unsatisfactory. The 
student has accessed 
sources using simple 
search strategies. There 
may be issues related to 
proper citation. 

The student has either 
neglected to use learning 
resources or has used 
them unethically. 

PI 3-2: Evaluate 
information and its 
sources critically. 

The student has 
selected sources after 
considering the 
importance (to the 
researched topic) of the 
multiple criteria used 
(such as relevance to 
the research question, 
currency, authority, 
audience, and bias or 
point of view). Sources 
are consistently 
evaluated. 

The student has chosen 
a variety of information 
sources appropriate to 
the scope and discipline 
of the research 
question. Sources have 
been selected using 
multiple criteria (such as 
relevance to the 
research question, 
currency, and 
authority). Sources are 
occasionally evaluated. 

The student has chosen a 
variety of information 
sources. Sources have 
been selected using basic 
criteria (such as relevance 
to the research question 
and currency). 
Information taken from 
sources largely taken at 
face value. 

The student has chosen 
only a few information 
sources using limited 
criteria and highly 
susceptible to bias. 

PI 3-3: Use technology in 
the accomplishment of 
learning activities.  

The student has 
expertly and creatively 
used technology in ways 
that enhance learning. 

The student has used 
technology in basic 
ways to facilitate 
learning. 

The particular use of 
technology may be 
distracting or 
unnecessary to the 
accomplishment of 
learning activities.   

The use of technology 
has been neglected or 
has been used 
inappropriately.   

PI 3-4: Develop a plan for 
continued learning over a 
lifetime.  

The student has 
reflected deeply upon 
prior learning and life 
experiences and has 
developed the curiosity 
and independence to 
pursue expanded 
knowledge and 
maturity. The student 
has articulated a specific 
and achievable plan for 
continued learning.   

The student has 
reflected upon prior 
learning and recognizes 
areas of continued need 
for growth and 
maturity. The student 
has demonstrated 
intellectual curiosity and 
has developed 
strategies to continue 
learning.  
 

The student has reflected 
upon prior learning but 
may not be aware of or 
concerned about areas 
for needed growth. Plans 
for lifelong learning 
remain underdeveloped 
and vague.   
 

The student has 
demonstrated little 
desire or curiosity for 
continued learning. The 
student has not 
connected prior learning 
to future needs in a 
specific way. 
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GE 4: Work collaboratively to accomplish shared goals. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 4-1: Contribute 
constructively to the 
accomplishment of 
shared goals. 

Student actively 
participates in the group, 
displaying initiative in 
accomplishing individual 
and group tasks. 

Student actively 
participates in the 
sharing of ideas and 
work, completing work 
on time. 

Student may share 
some ideas but does 
not complete all tasks 
on time.  

The student is a 
hindrance to the group 
because of limited 
participation.  

PI 4-2: Recognize and 
respect the contributions 
of others. 

The student listens to and 
engages team members 
with respect for their 
unique strengths and 
perspectives. The student 
actively works towards 
consensus. The student 
encourages active 
participation from all 
team members.  

The student listens to 
and engages team 
members with respect 
for their unique 
strengths and 
perspectives. The 
student understands the 
value of consensus.  

The student at times 
engages team members 
with respect. The 
student tends to put 
individual needs above 
the goals of the team. 

The student is a divisive 
force within the group. 
The student struggles to 
respond to others 
constructively. 

PI 4-3: Address conflict 
directly and 
constructively.  

The student helps to 
manage/resolve conflict 
in a way that strengthens 
overall team 
cohesiveness and future 
effectiveness. 

The student identifies 
and acknowledges 
conflict and redirects 
focus towards common 
ground and the task at 
hand. 

The student addresses 
conflict directly but 
incompletely either 
through quick fixes, 
avoidance, or bullying. 

The student avoids 
addressing conflict.  
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GE 5: Appreciate and responsibly engage the physical world and diverse 
cultures, both past and present. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 5-1: Understand the 
history and relevance of 
movements, ideas, and 
people groups. 

The student understands 
the interconnectedness of 
ideas, movements, and 
peoples across time and 
cultures. The student 
evaluates the current 
relevancy and implications 
of these things both 
personally and culturally.  

The student exhibits 
satisfactory and 
accurate understanding 
of historical facts. The 
student is able to make 
specific connections 
between the historical 
and the contemporary.  

The student’s 
understanding is 
incomplete or, 
occasionally, inaccurate. 
Facts are known, but 
significance is not 
recognized. The student 
struggles to articulate 
the relevance of 
historical study. 

The student has an 
inaccurate 
understanding of 
historical movements, 
ideas, and people 
groups. No connections 
are made to highlight 
the contemporary 
relevance of historical 
study. 

PI 5-2: Appreciate and 
act responsibly within 
creation. 

The student demonstrates 
a thoughtful appreciation 
of creation based upon a 
mature understanding of 
science and theology. The 
student has developed 
personal and public 
strategies for virtuous 
stewardship of creation. 

The student 
demonstrates 
appreciation for 
creation and mankind’s 
role in it that is 
informed by science 
and/or theology. The 
student has expressed 
strategies for 
responsible engagement 
with creation. 

The student 
demonstrates a vague 
appreciation for 
creation. This is not 
always grounded in an 
accurate or developed 
understanding of 
science or theology. 
Some strategies for 
responsible engagement 
with creation are 
identified. 

There is little evidence 
that the student has 
developed an 
appreciation for 
creation or strategies 
for responsible 
engagement.  

PI 5-3: Humbly engage 
diverse cultures in a way 
that reflects 
understanding, value, 
and love.  

The student exhibits an 
understanding and 
appreciation of diverse 
cultures that readily 
recognizes complexities 
and diverse cultural values 
and needs. The student 
actively engages diverse 
cultures with humility, 
curiosity, and love.  

The student 
understands and 
appreciates diverse 
cultures in ways that 
facilitates engagement. 
The student exhibits a 
general posture of 
humility, curiosity, and 
love. 

The student appreciates 
diverse cultures, but 
may possess an 
understanding hindered 
by personal bias or 
shallow engagement. 
Engagement with 
diverse cultures is overly 
ethnocentric and lacks 
humility. 

The student possesses 
either a shallow or 
misinformed 
understanding or 
appreciation of diverse 
cultures. Personal bias 
has severely hindered 
humble engagement.  

PI 5-4: Interpret texts 
and other cultural 
products in ways that 
reflect informed 
understanding of 
relevant contextual 
factors. 

The student has 
demonstrated exceptional 
skills of interpretation or 
translation – including an 
understanding of issues 
such as background, 
development, and 
function. Texts and cultural 
products are brought to 
bear on diverse contexts – 
including vocational 
application. 

The student has 
interpreted or 
translated texts or 
cultural products 
accurately – taking into 
account issues such as 
background, 
development and 
function.  

The student has 
interpreted or translated 
texts or cultural 
products unevenly or 
inconsistently. 
Contextual factors have 
generally been 
overlooked or 
misunderstood in the 
student’s work.  

The student’s work is 
incomplete or 
insufficient. The student 
hasn’t demonstrated 
the basic skills needed 
for proper 
interpretation. 
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GE 6: Integrate learning and experiences to new settings and complex 
problems. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 6-1: Connect relevant 
experience and academic 
knowledge. 

Creatively connects life 
experiences to academic 
knowledge and to 
broaden personal 
understanding. 

Effectively connects life 
experiences to academic 
knowledge. 

Identifies some 
connections between life 
experiences and 
academic knowledge that 
are perceived as related 
to personal interests. 

Has not connected 
experience to academic 
knowledge in a 
meaningful way.  

PI 6-2: Make connections 
across disciplines and 
perspectives. 

Independently and 
creatively synthesizes 
knowledge from various 
fields of study. 

Effectively synthesizes 
knowledge from various 
fields of study. 

When prompted, 
presents information 
from more than one field 
of study without making 
connection.  

Does not recognize the 
value and content of 
disciplines and 
perspectives outside of 
the immediate frame of 
reference. 

PI 6-3: Adapt and apply 
skills, abilities, theories, 
or methodologies gained 
in one situation to new 
situations. 

Adapts and applies, 
independently, skills, 
theories, or 
methodologies gained in 
one situation to new 
situations to solve 
difficult problems or 
explore complex issues in 
original ways. 

Adapts and applies skills, 
theories, or 
methodologies gained in 
one situation to new 
situations to solve 
problems or explore 
issues. 

Inconsistently applies 
skills, abilities, theories, 
or methodologies gained 
in one situation to a new 
situation. 

Previous learning is 
largely neglected in new 
settings. 
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BE 1: Articulate the historical and theological contents of the Bible 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 1-1: Demonstrates 
awareness of the 
continuity and 
discontinuity of the 
testaments. 

The student can explain 
with precision key 
developments 
throughout the biblical 
narrative without 
avoiding tensions or 
exaggerating differences 
of the testaments. 

The student can state 
how the OT and NT go 
together to form one 
continuous narrative 
while recognizing the 
different parts.   

The student understands 
that there are 
differences between the 
testaments but is unable 
to articulate the 
continuity and 
discontinuity between 
them. 

The student is unable to 
distinguish OT from NT.  
There is little awareness 
of how the OT and the 
NT are alike and 
different. 

PI 1-2: State how 
particular Bible books 
relate to the theme of the 
Bible. 

The student can 
demonstrate how each 
Bible book from both 
testaments contributes to 
the theme of the Bible 
and can defend their 
integrative motif. 

The student can state 
the theme of the Bible 
book being studied and 
can integrate how that 
theme relates to the rest 
of the Bible.  

The student can state a 
theme of the Bible book 
being studied and makes 
some connections to the 
overall theme of the 
Bible. 

The student can state a 
theme of the Bible book 
being studied but 
cannot relate that 
theme to the overall 
theme of the Bible. 

PI 1-3: Articulate the 
major categories of 
theology and its task. 

The student thoroughly 
explains the terms and 
concepts of theology and 
can differentiate between 
sound theology and non-
Christian theologies. 

The student is able to 
use the basic terms and 
concepts of theology 
and articulate the task 
of theology in terms of 
traditional orthodox 
Christianity. 

The student is able to 
use the basic terms of 
theology and shows 
rudimentary awareness 
of the theological task. 

The student is unable to 
define and use the basic 
terms of theology.   

PI 1-4: Gives evidence of 
the main ideas and flow 
of thought of each Bible 
book. 

The student can state the 
main ideas of the Bible 
book, can outline the 
book, and can state the 
rationale of the flow of 
thought and the its 
distinct contribution to 
the canon as a whole. 

The student can state 
the main ideas of the 
Bible book and can 
outline that book. 

The student is unable to 
state the main ideas of 
the Bible book or cannot 
outline it. 

The student has 
perhaps read the Bible 
book but is unable to 
state the main ideas of 
it. 
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BE 2: Employ historical-grammatical hermeneutical principles for biblical 
interpretation. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 2-1: Explain and 
defend historical-
grammatical 
principles for 
interpreting 
Scripture. 

The student has 
demonstrated a thorough 
grasp of the principles of 
sound interpretation and 
can defend them against 
scholarly critique.  

The student has 
accurately described and 
adequately defended 
basic principles of 
historical-grammatical 
interpretation.  

The student has 
demonstrated awareness 
of the need for sound 
interpretation but cannot 
articulate what this looks 
like or why it is important.   

The student does not 
understand that not all 
interpretations are 
equally valid and that not 
all principles of 
interpretation are equally 
beneficial.  

PI 2-2: Accurately 
interpret individual 
texts of Scripture.  

The student has produced 
a clear and coherent 
interpretation that takes 
into account all of the 
relevant text-critical, 
historical, literary, 
grammatical, lexical, and 
theological features of the 
text. 

The student has produced 
a clear and coherent 
interpretation that gives 
proper attention to many 
of the historical, literary, 
grammatical, lexical, and 
theological features of the 
text. 

The student has 
attempted to apply some 
sound principles of 
interpretation but not all 
of them, and does not yet 
know how these 
principles affirm or deny a 
particular reading of a 
text.   

The student’s 
interpretation lacks 
internal coherence and is 
related to the actual text 
inconsistently and mostly 
at a surface level.  

PI 2-3: Explain how 
an individual text 
relates to the 
message of Scripture 
as a whole.  

The student’s 
interpretation of a 
specific text takes into 
proper account the wider 
witness of Scripture on 
the issues present in that 
text, and the explanation 
of Scripture’s teaching on 
a subject is adequately 
rooted in sound 
interpretation of relevant 
individual texts.  

The student has 
presented accurate 
insights into how the 
individual text contributes 
to the whole message of 
Scripture, and how the 
canonical witness of 
Scripture clarifies the 
meaning of the individual 
text.  

The student has 
demonstrated an 
awareness that Scripture 
has a unified message but 
has failed to clearly 
demonstrate the relation 
between that message 
and the individual text. 

The student has not 
attempted to interpret an 
individual text in light of 
the whole of Scripture, 
and/or the view of 
Scripture’s message as a 
whole is not rooted in 
accurate interpretation of 
individual texts.  

PI 2-4: Identify and 
evaluate the 
hermeneutical 
assumptions of any 
given interpretation 
of a biblical text.  

The student can identify 
and thoroughly critique 
the various assumptions 
presupposed by a textual 
interpretation. They know 
the strengths and 
weaknesses of assumed 
constructs and can 
discern how each either 
helps or hinders adequate 
interpretation of a given 
text.  

The student accurately 
identifies hermeneutical 
assumptions influencing 
an interpretation and can 
evaluate ways in which 
this construct may hinder 
faithful interpretation.  

The student has 
recognized some 
hermeneutical 
assumptions influencing 
interpretation but fails to 
offer a substantive 
evaluation or critique. 

The student has not 
identified or evaluated 
the hermeneutical 
assumptions influencing 
an interpretation of a 
biblical text. 

PI 2-5: Apply biblical 
truth to 
contemporary 
situations.  

The student understands 
the text in its original 
context, as well as the 
student’s own context, 
well enough to apply 
principles from the text to 
specific contemporary 
situations.  

The student articulates 
clear and specific 
contemporary 
applications that are 
rooted in but do not 
merely restate the 
original meaning of the 
text.  

The student has 
attempted to apply the 
text, but the applications 
are vague and/or not 
adequately rooted in the 
text. 

The student either has not 
attempted to apply the 
text or the applications 
have little to do with what 
the text actually says.  
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BE 4: Grow in spiritual formation and develop plans for continued growth. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 4-1: Articulate 
Christian identity in light 
of the person and work 
of Jesus Christ. 

Student is testifying in 
multiple contexts how 
Jesus has made a 
complete transformation 
of identity, with specific 
examples of changes 
made. 

Student articulates how 
Christ’s work has led to a 
reevaluation of self-
understanding. 

Student’s understanding 
of Christ and His work is 
limited to confirming 
views previously held 
without assessment or 
clarification. 

Student cannot 
articulate with concrete 
examples how they are 
living out the salvation 
provided by Christ. 

PI 4-2: Outline a 
pathway through 
particular obstacles 
toward greater personal 
holiness. 

Student has outlined a 
pathway to holiness and 
is persevering in 
faithfulness to Christ 
despite various 
challenges and crises in 
life. 

Student shows 
awareness of issues in 
holiness, and is working 
on them both 
conceptually and 
relationally. 

Student submits to 
behavioral expectations, 
but is not actively 
identifying personal 
challenges to greater 
growth. 

Student demonstrates 
an indifferent spirit to 
demands for personal 
holiness, or is unwilling 
to address addictive 
behaviors. 

PI 4-3: Demonstrate a 
life of personal devotion 
by employing specific 
Christian spiritual 
practices. 
 

Student is actively 
addressing deficiencies in 
discipleship through 
planning and acting on a 
devotional program. 

Student is taking 
initiative in their 
devotional life by 
consistently practicing 
key spiritual disciplines. 

Student has experienced 
different spiritual 
practices but has not 
identified personal path 
toward devotion through 
them. 

Student is not engaging 
in any regular personal 
devotional practices. 

PI 4-4: Submit and 
participate in a local 
church. 

Student is invested in a 
local church and involved 
in some level of 
leadership.  

Student is involved in a 
local church and is 
serving regularly. 

Student’s participation in 
church is limited merely 
to attendance at weekly 
worship services. 

Student is not 
consistently involved 
with a local Christian 
congregation. 
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PE 1: Articulate a philosophy of Christian service consistent with a biblical 
theology. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 1-1: Personalize 
God’s call to serve Him 
within a specific 
vocational focus. 
 

The student has clearly 
articulate their unique 
giftedness and 
experiences integrated 
into their call to 
vocation. 

The student can describe 
their gifts, moments and 
experiences and how this 
impacts their call to 
vocation.   

The student can identify 
some of their gifts, 
moments and 
experiences and how 
they connect to their 
vocation. 

The student can identify 
gifts and experiences but 
is not yet able to 
connect them to their 
vocational calling. 

PI 1-2: Articulate their 
philosophy of Christian 
service with a biblical 
theology. 
 

The student has clearly 
designed a philosophy of 
Christian service 
statement integrating 
biblical text. 

The student has developed 
a consistent philosophy of 
Christian service 
statement. The students 
articulates an 
understanding of biblical 
texts that inform their 
philosophy of Christian 
service specific to their 
area of ministry/vocation. 

The student has 
developed a philosophy 
of Christian service but 
may lack consistency or 
cohesion. The students 
lists biblical texts that 
inform their philosophy 
of Christian service but 
without thorough 
integration. 

The student has 
developed a philosophy 
of Christian service 
statement that lacks 
cohesive structure. 
Some biblical texts are 
listed, but without 
integration into their 
philosophy of Christian 
service. 

PI 1-3: Apply and 
contextualize their 
philosophy of Christian 
service with a biblical 
theology to their 
workplace setting. 
 

The student 
demonstrates a 
thorough reflection and 
integration of biblical 
theology and philosophy 
of Christian service into 
their vocational plans, 
programs, and other 
Christian service 
activities. 

The student demonstrates 
an adequate reflection and 
integration of biblical 
theology and philosophy 
of Christian service into 
their vo0cational plans, 
programs, and other 
Christian service activities. 

The student 
demonstrates an 
awareness of their 
biblical theology and 
philosophy of Christian 
service, but lacks 
complete integration 
into their vocational 
plans, programs, and 
other Christian service 
activities.  

The student 
demonstrates minimal 
awareness of how a 
biblical theology and 
philosophy of Christian 
service should inform 
vocational plans, 
programs, or other 
Christian service 
activities.  

PI 1-4: Integrate 
information from 
various disciplines into 
Christian service 
contexts. 
 

The student 
independently adapts 
and applies, skills, 
abilities, theories, or 
methodologies gained in 
one situation to new 
situations to solve 
difficult problems or 
explore complex issues 
in original ways. 

The student adapts and 
applies skills, abilities, 
theories, or methodologies 
gained in one situation to 
new situations to solve 
problems or explore 
issues.  

The student uses skills, 
abilities, theories, or 
methodologies gained in 
one situation in a new 
situation to contribute to 
understanding of 
problems or issues.  

The student uses, in a 
basic way, skills, abilities, 
theories, or 
methodologies gained in 
one situation in a new 
situation. 
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PE 2: Demonstrate the ability to engage the culture in which Christian 
service takes place. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 2-1: Demonstrate an 
understanding of the complexity 
of various cultural settings as it 
relates to Christian service. 

The student 
demonstrates an 
outstanding grasp of 
the complexities of 
multiple cultural 
settings and applies 
that knowledge in 
fresh and innovative 
ways. 

The student clearly 
articulates an 
understanding of the 
challenging nature of 
various cultural settings, 
relating that 
understanding to specific 
applications in Christian 
service. 

The student shows 
progress towards a 
reasonable 
understanding of 
multiple cultural 
settings as they relate 
to Christian service 
with evidence of 
making applications to 
diverse scenarios. 

The student evidences 
an understanding of 
cultural settings in 
relationship to 
Christian service but 
has difficulty in making 
clear application to 
particular situations. 

PI 2-2: Recognize their own 
cultural setting and bias. 

The student excels in 
articulating a home 
culture awareness and 
the corresponding 
biases that 
accompany. 

The student clearly 
demonstrates a grasp of 
their home culture and is 
able to identify 
corresponding biases 
prevalent within the 
cultural setting. 

The student exhibits a 
competent 
understanding of their 
home culture qualities 
and a growing 
awareness of 
corresponding biases. 

The student 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
home culture 
awareness, but 
struggles to see the 
particular resulting 
biases.  

PI 2-3: Make strategic ministry 
decisions based on cultural 
awareness. 

The student exhibits 
outstanding 
comprehension of 
cultural awareness 
and suggests 
corresponding 
strategic ministry 
decisions. 

The student clearly 
exhibits cultural 
awareness at a cognitive, 
affective and behavioral 
level for making ministry 
decisions. 

The student shows 
significant progress 
towards gaining 
cultural awareness at 
a cognitive, affective 
and behavioral level so 
as to make strategic 
choices in ministry. 

The student exhibits 
understanding of 
cultural awareness 
and is willing to move 
toward integrating 
that knowledge with 
strategic decision-
making. 
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PE 3: Execute the principles of biblical discipleship within their Christian 
service context. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 3-1: Articulate the 
personal development 
within Christian 
discipleship. 

The student clearly 
articulates an 
understanding of the 
personal develop of a 
fully discipled Christian 
life and can apply this 
understanding to specific 
Christian service 
contexts.  

The student shows 
progress towards a 
reasonable 
understanding of the 
personal development 
within Christian 
discipleship and can 
begin to apply this 
understanding to diverse 
scenarios.  

The student evidences 
some understanding of 
the personal 
development of Christian 
discipleship but has 
difficulty in making clear 
application to particular 
situations.  

The student shows very 
little understanding of 
the personal 
development of Christian 
discipleship and cannot 
apply this understanding 
to concrete situations.  

PI 3-2: Appropriately 
share the gospel within 
various settings. 

The student clearly 
demonstrates an ability 
to appropriately share 
the gospel and 
contextualize it to 
various contexts and 
settings. 

The student exhibits a 
reasonable 
understanding of how to 
share the gospel in a 
variety of settings. 

The student 
demonstrates an 
understanding of what 
the gospel is and the 
need to diversity its 
sharing according to 
various settings.  

The student exhibits a 
basic understanding of 
what the gospel is but 
cannot grasp the need to 
diversity its form. 

PI 3-3: Create formal and 
informal structures that 
foster the development 
of Christian discipleship. 

The student clearly 
exhibits an ability to 
create formal and 
informal structures that 
will foster the 
development of 
discipleship in both 
personal and corporate 
settings. 

The student shows 
significant progress 
toward creating formal 
and informal structures 
that would reasonably 
foster the development 
of discipleship.  

The student exhibits an 
understanding of how 
structures foster the 
development of 
discipleship but lacks an 
ability to create them.  

The student shows very 
little understanding of 
how structures are 
needed to develop 
discipleship and cannot 
create them on his or her 
own.  

PI 3-4: Identify elements 
of mentoring within 
Christian discipleship. 

The student exhibits 
strong capabilities in 
identifying the elements 
of Christian mentoring 
and can apply them to 
real situations. 

The student is capable of 
identifying the most 
common elements of 
Christian mentoring and 
shows an adequate 
ability to apply them to 
real situations.  

The student exhibits 
effort and a desire for a 
better understanding of 
the elements of Christian 
mentoring.  

The student shows a very 
basic desire to 
understand Christian 
mentoring.  
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PE 4: Accomplish professional competencies within Christian service. 
 

 Exceeding: Meeting: Growing: Beginning: 
PI 4-1: Articulate an 
understanding of spiritual 
leadership. 

The student clearly 
articulates an 
understanding of 
spiritual leadership and 
is capable of making 
immediate practical 
application to real time 
scenarios.  

The student exhibits a 
competent 
understanding of 
spiritual leadership and 
is able to articulate and 
apply this 
understanding in 
ministry situations 
when given adequate 
time and thought.  

The student exhibits an 
understanding of 
spiritual leadership and 
is capable of making 
general applications to 
ministry situations.  

The student recognizes 
the need for spiritual 
leadership.  

PI 4-2: Demonstrate 
preparedness for future 
vocational opportunities. 

The student clearly 
exhibits cognitive, 
affective and 
behavioral readiness 
for vocational 
opportunities.  

The student is making 
forward progress in 
understanding and 
applying cognitive, 
affective and 
behavioral readiness 
for vocational 
opportunities.  

The student 
understands the needs 
for vocational 
opportunities and is 
working steadily to 
prepare 
himself/herself for 
such. 

The student identifies 
the needs for 
vocational 
opportunities.  

PI 4-3: Design professional 
practices in your major. 

The student exhibits 
strong capabilities for 
accomplishing 
professional practices.  

The student is capable 
of accomplishing 
professional practices 
with limited guidance.  

The student exhibits 
effort and desire for 
accomplishing 
professional practices 
but may need 
additional support and 
guidance.  

The student expresses 
desire to grow in areas 
of professional 
practices.  

 

 

  




