
A L D O R F

R  E   S I D E N C E S
I’m asking for your financial help today because as a leader, I want to be an UNO player, not a

poker player. 

     When I played UNO with my five-year-old Caroline, her tiny hands  
 couldn’t hold all seven cards, so she would lay her cards face-up on  
 the table. (I beat her all the time.) That’s bad game strategy, but great
 leadership strategy: 

• A leader playing poker holds his cards close to his chest. He
avoids transparency, bluffs, and only doles out information when
necessary.

• A leader playing UNO lays his cards out on the table for all to
see. He seeks transparency, communicates honestly, and shares
information whenever he can.

So may I lay my cards on the table? I’ll share four facts, and
 I think you’ll see why I’m writing for your help. 

CARD 1: Ozark’s mission remains strong. 

     At this spring’s graduation, we sent 154 more workers into the 
harvest field, and as they walked across the stage, each graduate’s 
plans were read aloud: 

• Josh Gregor, sharing Christ as an English teacher in China
• Jaron Scott, preaching the Word in a Missouri church
• Mindi Hawkins, working overseas with Pioneer Bible Translators
• Cody Chaffin, discipling teenagers in a small-town Kansas church
• Jessica Weece, leading children’s ministry in an Indianapolis

megachurch
• Mack and Olivia Johnson, planting churches in Poland
• Lauro Soto, leading God’s people in worship in Orlando, Florida

     For 76 years, we’ve been training men and women to advance 
God’s kingdom around the globe. At graduation, you would have 
heard—in 154 different ways—that our mission remains strong. 

 As I’m laying cards on the table, let me say… 
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CARD 2: Ozark’s faculty remains strong. 

    Throughout our history, God has gathered godly, gifted men and 
women around this mission. God used Wilbur Fields—with his Holy 
Land slides, wild voice, encyclopedic Bible knowledge, and gentle 
soul—to instill in me a love of the Old Testament. God used 
Jackina Stark—with her precision wordsmithing, funny hair flips, 
and tough grading—to teach me to write clearly. 

     God used Lynn Gardner to help me think carefully, Don DeWelt’s 
book to teach me to pray, and Mark Scott to light my fire for 
preaching. 

    In this year’s graduate exit interviews, our students affirmed: 
our faculty remains our greatest strength. We’re blessed with 
a new generation of professors who share the same love for Christ, 
knowledge of God’s Word, consecration of character, and passion 
to teach that previous generations had. (And Mark Scott is still 
teaching!) So why am I asking for your help?   

CARD 3: Ozark’s operational funds are running behind. 

    Here’s the good news: OCC remains debt-free, and because of generous friends like you, we exceeded
our $4 million Kingdom Footprints campaign goal. Thank you for your support! 

    Here’s the bad news: as we near our fiscal year end on June 30, our general fund giving is about 7%
behind. If we don’t catch up in the next few weeks, we’ll end our fiscal year with a deficit of around
$170,000. As stewards, we want to close this fiscal year in the black.   

 Would you help us with a generous fiscal-year-end gift? 

     OCC’s gift income makes up 20% of our annual budget—which  
 means your dollars help provide a biblical education at a 20% lower  
 cost to our students. You are helping send our students into ministry
 and the mission field with as little debt as possible. 

 CARD 4: My job is to ask for your help. 

     As a college president, my job description includes fundraising. I  
 send four fundraising letters like this a year and visit lots of churches 
 and individuals. (When a Bible college president passes away, they 
 inscribe on his tombstone Luke 16:22, “And then the beggar died.”) 
 I’m a preacher at heart, but if writing letters like this helps send 
 workers into the harvest field, then I’ll ask for money eight days a  
 week. 

    And the only way I know to ask is to simply lay the cards on the table: Ozark still has godly men and
women in the classroom…who are still training the next generation of kingdom leaders…and right now we
need your financial help. So I’ll ask once more: would you help us with a generous fiscal-year-end gift? 

    Thanks for considering this. Those dollars will be a huge blessing—not just to the students—but
ultimately to the men and women who hear about Jesus from those leaders you helped prepare. In a world
with stakes much higher than UNO, that’s what I call a winning hand. 

That’s all my cards, 

Matt Proctor, President 
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