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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
OZARK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

Ozark Bible College was established in Bentonville,
Arkansas, on June 12, 1942, committed to training men and women for Christian 
service by teaching the Word of Christ in the Spirit of Christ. An earlier Ozark 
Christian College was established in St. Joe, Arkansas, in 1938. It moved to 
Harrison, Arkansas, in 1939, and then to Bentonville in 1940. This school was to 
provide both occupational training and Bible teaching.

Ozark Bible College was founded to be a Bible college training full-time and 
part-time Christian workers. Workers were prepared to be ministers, missionaries, 
Christian musicians, church secretaries, educational directors and assistant 
ministers, as well as elders, deacons and volunteer workers in the local church. The 
trustees elected F. W. Strong as President and Seth Wilson as Dean, positions they 
held in the former college.

Many churches in the four-state area of Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas and 
Oklahoma were closed and hundreds were without preachers. Ozark Bible College 
desired to provide Biblical preachers whose preaching would revive the churches.

In October of 1944, Ozark Bible College moved to Joplin, Missouri. A large house 
located at 516 N. Wall Street became the new home for the college. Joplin was 
chosen because it was easily reached by car, bus, train or plane. Many churches 
surrounded Joplin, which provided opportunities for student ministries. Joplin also 
had job opportunities for students.

In 1946, Edwin B. Strong succeeded his father as President of Ozark Bible 
College. The college grew from sixteen students in 1942 to 123 students in the 
fall of 1949. An addition to the building in 1948 provided a dining room, a small 
chapel and two classrooms. At this time most of the full-time faculty preached 
every weekend. Area ministers assisted as part-time instructors. Students were 
involved in service in the churches on weekends.

The curriculum has always stressed knowledge of the Bible gained through a 
direct study of the biblical text, with every degree carrying a major in Bible. Strong 
emphasis has been placed on apologetics (knowing why we believe in God, Christ 
and the Bible) and hermeneutics (principles and methods for understanding the 
Bible). Skills for ministry were also taught.

In 1952, Don Earl Boatman became the third President of Ozark Bible College, a 
post he held for 27 years. The college had a vision and desire to grow. A 1953 addition 
to the college building provided a large chapel, a library and additional classrooms. 
This enabled the college to accommodate the 176 students who enrolled in the fall 
of 1954. In 1955, Ozark faculty, staff and students served seventy-five churches. 
Soon the college reached the maximum capacity in the 516 N. Wall building.

In 1959, forty acres were purchased on North Main Street, a mile north of 
downtown Joplin and less than a mile from the Wall Street location. The Missions 
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Atmosphere of Grace, Trust and Freedom (Romans 15:7; 1 Peter 4:10)
We accept one another as imperfect people saved by the grace of God. Mutual 
trust, based on our commitment to the Lord guides our relationships. We desire 
each person to have freedom to develop God-given gifts.

Restoring Biblical Christianity (John 17:21)
We are committed to teaching and practicing biblical Christianity, believing it is 
central to unity among believers for evangelization of the world.

Worship in Spirit and Truth (John 4:23-24)
We want to foster spiritual health through genuine worship, both personal and 
public. Worship is for God’s glory, exhortation from His Word and edification of 
the community of faith.

CERTIFICATION
1.	 Ozark Christian College was 

granted accreditation by the 
American Association of Bible 
Colleges (now ABHE) in 1988, 
reaffirmed for ten years in 1999, and again in 2009. The Association for Biblical 
Higher Education is the nationally recognized agency for accrediting Bible 
colleges. It is located at 5575 S. Semoran Blvd., Suite 26, Orlando, FL, 32822-
1781. Their phone number is 417.207.0808. Their Web site is www.abhe.org. 

2.	 Ozark Christian College is recognized and listed in the 2009 Higher Education 
Directory, (p. 276); in the Transfer Credit Practices of AACRAO (online), and in 
the Member Guide, American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admission 
Officers (online).

3.	 Ozark Christian College is approved for Federal Students Financial Aid under the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (as amended) and 20 U.S.C. 1085, 1141. 

4.	 Ozark Christian College is approved for: 
	 a.	 Training of veterans under section 3675, Title 38, U.S. Code and Title 5, Code 

of State Regulations 60-900.050.
	 b.	 Training of non-immigrant foreign students under Section 101(a) (15), (F) 

(i), of the Immigration and Nationality Act (see pages 35-37) of this catalog for 
admission requirements for foreign students).

5.	 Ozark Christian College has been a member of the Evangelical 
Council on Financial Accountability since December 1988. 
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Ozark Christian College is alive with activities that supplement a 
student’s educational experience. There are many opportunities for 
students to apply the Christian principles learned in and out of the 
classroom. Christian service opportunities help students develop 
their own spiritual lives and provide valuable leadership experiences 
in Christian-based activities. 
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LIVING FACILITIES
OCC has three women’s and three 

men’s residence halls that help to 
provide spiritual fellowship and Christian 
friendship. Freshmen are assigned 
roommates and upperclassmen may
request single rooms if space is available.

All single, full-time students less 
than 23 years of age or with less

than 90 credit hours are required to live on campus. Each residence hall has its 
own full-time, live-in, adult directors (commonly called “dorm moms and dads”). 
Residence Hall rooms are air-conditioned, carpeted and have two closets, two 
single beds, and two built-in study desks.

Students supply their own telephones and are assigned personal identification 
numbers (PINs) for voicemail. OCC subscribes to a very affordable Internet provider 
with a filtering system which blocks objectionable content. All on-campus students 
are required to subscribe to OCC’s Internet service. More details are included in the 
Student Life Handbook.

SOCIAL LIFE
Ozark Christian College promotes a values-based, Christian social life in which every 

person can grow in his/her daily Christian walk. OCC cares about the way its students 
dress, how they act, and how they get along with others. A wide variety of social 
activities allow students to get to know each other and to build lasting friendships. The 
Dining Hall provides a casual environment for students to enjoy meals.

The Mabee Student Center, offering games, foosball tables, pool tables, wireless 
Internet, large screen TVs and the Ozark Coffee Company, is a favorite meeting 
place for students to interact socially. The residence hall lobbies provide other 
places to meet. Chapel services, mentoring groups, concerts, conventions, youth 
rallies, and intramural and intercollegiate sports are other social activities in which 
students participate.

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND CHRISTIAN SERVICE
The spiritual growth of OCC students is of utmost concern to our administrators, 

faculty and constituents. Under the leadership of the Campus Minister (office is 
located in the north wing of the Administration Building), students participate 
in small group meetings (Life Groups) for mentoring, devotions, prayer, and 
accountability as well as weekly “Devos” in each residence hall on Thursday nights 
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at 10:00 PM. Chapel services are held each Tuesday at 10:00 AM and are a source 
of the spiritual enrichment that is vital to Christian growth. 

Outstanding speakers at Chapel services include OCC faculty members and 
administrators, fifth year BTh candidates, preachers from across America, and 
missionaries from all over the world. Students are encouraged to get involved 
in area churches. Many Ozark Christian College students have weekend-ministry 
positions in area churches, and the college maintains a list of ministry positions 
and needs of these churches. 

Each August, Ozark hosts an annual Community Volunteer Expo at which more than 
fifty local organizations recruit students to Christian service opportunities. Participation 
in some form of Christian service is required of all Ozark Christian College students. 
These opportunities include organizations such as churches, nursing homes, daycares, 
hospitals, Christ In Youth (CIY), and Life Choices (crisis pregnancy center).

Students may also join such service groups asmission teams and neighborhood 
canvas teams. The Student Advisory Council provides opportunities for selected 
student representatives to assist in sponsoring various student social events, while 
also providing opportunities for students to communicate suggestions regarding 
student life. At Ozark Christian College, students not only study about servanthood, 
they live it. Numerous and varied opportunities exist for Christian service.

LIBRARY
The Seth Wilson Library building was constructed in 1976 and the Library has 

over 29,000 square feet on two floors. It is named for OCC’s first Academic Dean, 
Seth Wilson (1914-2006). The Library offers over 93,000 books and audio-visual 
materials for research, including the Seth Wilson Bible Collection. Access is 24/7 via 
phone (417.626.1234, ext 2700), e-mail (reflib@occ.edu), and the Internet (http://
occ.edu/ campuscommunity/ occ.library.aspx) for renewing items, placing holds 
on requested materials or asking questions.

During the school year the Library is open Monday through Saturday and provides 
research assistance during regular hours. Five major databases assist patrons in 
finding electronic periodicals or access to full-text articles. Some books and articles 
are available through inter-library loan. The Library offers audio-visual equipment for 
rental or use in the Library. The Seth Wilson Library also houses The Learning Center, 
The Computer Lab, The Don DeWelt Preaching Lab and several professors’ offices.

ACADEMIC COMPUTING LAB (ACL) 
The Academic Computing Lab, located in room L-11 of the Seth Wilson Library 

Building, is equipped with 19 Windows-based computers. Microsoft Office software, 
as well as cutting edge Bible study software is available in the lab. Students may 
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use the Internet, and print documents on a laser printer which is located in the ACL 
(10 cents per page). It is recommended that students use inexpensive USB flash 
drives to save files.

MUSICAL/DRAMA OPPORTUNITIES
Students with talent in music and/or drama find many enjoyable ways to use 

their abilities at Ozark. The college sponsors various outreach teams that travel 
to area churches and other organizations in order to serve the Lord. In addition to 
these traveling teams, the college has many on-campus performing opportunities 
in the areas of instrumental and vocal music, and drama. Students wishing to 
develop fine arts abilities will find opportunities for those expressions.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
The school year is dotted with special events. Many of them enhance the 

student’s educational experience: 

n	 Welcome Week in August begins the fall semester. It includes College 
Orientation, Enrollment, Convocation Banquet and Service, the Community 
Volunteer Expo, and other activities.

n	 Get-A-Way in September invites 7th, 8th and 9th grade students to the campus 
for a fall youth rally.

n	 Faith Forum in September invites expert speakers who combine scriptural truth 
with scientific knowledge.

n	 Fall Celebration in October provides the opportunity for senior adults to visit 
the OCC campus. Seniors hear messages, attend seminars, enjoy inspirational 
worship and meet new friends.

n	 Worship Ministry Focus Week in October reminds us of the spiritual blessings 
that the church receives from the music ministry. 

n	 OCC Ambassadors Present: “The Event” in November brings hundreds of high 
schoolers (9th-12th grade) to OCC where they are challenged to serve Jesus.

n	 The Living Christmas Tree each December welcomes thousands of people 
to the campus to enjoy the timeless message of Jesus Christ in music and 
drama.

n	 International Focus Week in February heralds the need for evangelizing the 
world. During this event, many of our students are challenged to join the Lord in 
the mission field.
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STUDENT LIFE HANDBOOK/OCC WEB SITE
Answers to specific questions regarding other aspects of student life such as 

vehicles, dress codes, meal plans, residence halls policies, campus health services, 
campus security, etc., may be found in the Student Life Handbook published by the 
Student Development Office. The Student Life section of the Ozark Christian College 
Web site, www.OCC.edu, also contains this information.





COUNTING THE COST AT 
OZARK CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

It is the desire of Ozark Christian College to see that each prospective student 
seeking a Bible college education is given the opportunity. Ozark Christian College 
will work with the student in planning financial needs and will assist in securing 
financial aid.

Ozark seeks to maintain a high quality of education at the lowest possible cost 
and, thanks to a number of contributors who support OCC, the student pays only 
a part of the total cost of education. The charges listed below are in effect for the 
2009-2010 school year. 

It is very important that the College teach students wise principles for personal 
money management. We encourage our students to keep their lives as free as 
possible from the burden of debt (see Romans 13:8 and 2 Thessalonians 3:7-15). 
It is also important and right that the College not waste its resources, so sacrificially 
provided by God’s people, by a policy of carelessness in collecting the tuition and 
fee assessments. Therefore, fees and tuition charges are due and payable on the 
day of enrollment.

Financial arrangements are businesslike and the College insists that students 
keep all accounts paid up-to-date.

18

2009-2011 CATALOG



COLLEGE COSTS
The following list itemizes the fee schedule, which is in effect for the 2009-2010 

school year.

*Included in Student Services fee: Use of medical office services, use of multi-purpose 
building facilities, most OCC sponsored events, use of library, admittance to athletic events, 
use of learning center and facilities, use of academic computing lab, weekly Ozark Update, 
student directory, I.D. card and intramural sports.

TUITION AND COURSE FEES PER SEMESTER

NOTE: Some other courses have fees attached to them. They are not listed here, as they are 
dependent on several factors (changing circumstances, guest speakers, special materials, 
field trips, etc.).

BASIC FEES PER SEMESTER
Late Enrollment fee 	 $ 60.00
Meal ticket
	 18 meals per week	  1025.00
	 12 meals per week 	  870.00
	   7 meals per week	 705.00
Room (includes phone service 
	 & Internet access)
	 Double occupancy	  1060.00
	 Single occupancy	  1460.00
	 (subject to change)

Tuition per credit hour	 $265.00 
Audit fee per credit hour	 132.50 
Senior Citizen tuition
	 (60 or above)	  132.50
Other fees:
Application fee
	 (One time only)	 30.00
Late test fee	 5.00
Graduation fee	 40.00
Second degree, same year	 10.00
Late application fee
	 for graduation	  20.00
Change of course fee	  10.00 

Parking fee 	  $ 20.00
Room Maintenance Deposit	  75.00
Enrollment/Student Services fee*
	 Over 8 hours	 250.00
	 5-8 hours	  180.00
Total fee for enrollment, if
	 taking 4 hours or less 
	 (library & parking included)	 50.00

Music fees
	 Beg Piano Class	 $ 70.00
	 Organ	  120.00
	 Private Piano	  100.00
	 Piano Proficiency	  70.00
	 Private Instrument	  100.00
	 Private Guitar	 100.00
	 Private Voice	  100.00
	 Voice Class	  70.00
	 Guitar Class	 70.00
	 Senior Private Voice	  180.00
	 Senior Private Piano	  180.00
	 Senior Private Guitar	 180.00
	 Electronic Music	 20.00
	 Senior Worship/Music Prc	 180.00
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