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DISCOVER YOUR PURPOSE 

GROW YOUR LEADERSHIP 

TRANSFORM YOUR FUTURE

CENTRAL COLLEGE OF MINISTRY EXISTS

Mission & Vision

TO TRAIN AND EQUIP LEADERS TO 

INTRODUCE PEOPLE TO JESUS 

AND HELP THEM FOLLOW HIM.  



THE WORLD IS CHANGING, AND THE CHURCH IS BECOMING 
LESS RELEVANT.

MANY YOUNG PASTORS CURRENTLY LACK THE LEADERSHIP
TRAINING AND EXPERTISE TO TACKLE THE CHALLENGES 
OF MINISTRY TODAY.

20%
LESS THAN 20% 

OF THE POPULATION 
ATTEND CHURCH ON 
ANY GIVEN WEEKEND

80%
80% OF YOUNG LEADERS
WHO ENTER MINISTRY

WILL NOT STILL BE 
IN IT AFTER 10 YEARS



CENTRAL COLLEGE OF MINISTRY LEVERAGES A STRONG 
LEADERSHIP-FOCUSED CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT COUPLED 
WITH HANDS-ON LEADERSHIP TRAINING IN THE CHURCH TO 
EQUIP STUDENTS TO BECOME SUCCESSFUL STAFF MEMBERS AT 
GROWING, DYNAMIC CHURCHES.

CENTRAL CHURCH HAS BECOME ONE OF THE LARGEST 
CHURCHES IN AMERICA OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS.

CENTRAL IS A GROWING AND DYNAMIC CHURCH BECAUSE 
OF ITS STRONG LEADERSHIP CULTURE AND LASER-FOCUSED 
VISION.

AVERAGE OF 15+ YEARS OF MINISTRY 
EXPERIENCE BY THE TEACHING FACULTY
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OVER 20,000 PEOPLE
ATTEND CENTRAL 
EACH WEEKEND

2,500 PEOPLE
WERE BAPTIZED

LAST YEAR



Students’ Testimonials

Central College of Ministry is an awesome experience to be a part of. 
What I loved about this college experience was that it gave me practical 
and applicable information that I was able to bring home and use in my 
spiritual life as well as within the ministry I served with. The lessons were 
taught by leaders at Central who lived out what they were teaching 
about. The assignments and lessons challenged me to be introspective 
about my faith and character. I found that when I implemented what I 
was learning to the ministry I was serving in, my leadership only grew. 
Not only did I gain more capable leadership abilities, but I was also able 
to grow as a Christ-follower! I would recommend this college to anyone 
who is considering working in ministry. This isn’t material to learn for the 
sake of learning. It’s something that is relevant, and it works. 

- Skyler Halovich

Central College of Ministry has provided me with clarity concerning 
how to approach ministry with purpose. I have had the privilege of 
learning from the collective wisdom of many of Central’s executive pas-
tors. They continually connect their ministry experience with Biblical 
truths that I can readily apply. They’ve been open and honest about 
their lives and have encouraged us to do the same. I have learned how 
to clearly communicate our mission as a church. I’ve also been chal-
lenged on how to consistently work to enhance my relationship with 
God in the midst of doing ministry. I believe I’ve been given firsthand 
knowledge that would be beneficial in any ministry environment. I love 
that there is a direct correlation between what I am learning in the 
classroom and what I am doing as an intern at Central’s Southwest 
campus. Not only have I been taught biblical principles, I’ve been 
taught how to practically apply them in ministry. 

-Paul Williams



Program 
Options



This program is designed for those seeking to deepen their 
understanding of Biblical studies.

Old Testament Survey          (3 Units)

New Testament Survey         (3 Units)

Biblical Theology I                (3 Units)

Biblical Theology II               (3 Units)

CERTIFICATE OF BIBLICAL STUDIES
BIBLE CORE

This program is designed for those seeking to sharpen their ministry 
leadership skills.

Central Way                           (3 Units)

Self Leadership                     (3 Units)

Pastoral Leadership             (3 Units)

Team Leadership             (3 Units)

Ministry Internship/             (6 Units)
Residency 

CERTIFICATE OF MINISTRY
LEADERSHIP CORE + 1 YEAR INTERNSHIP/RESIDENCY



This program is designed for those seeking a role in full-time vocational 
ministry. Students will complete the Bible and Leadership courses while 
also choosing two electives based on their desired ministry area.

Bible Core                              (12 Units)

Old Testatament Survey          (3 Units)
New Testament Survey            (3 Units)
Biblical Theology I                    (3 Units)
Biblical Theology II                   (3 Units)

Leadership Core                    (12 Units)

The Central Way                       (3 Units)
Self Leadership                         (3 Units)
Pastoral Leadership                 (3 Units)
Team Leadership                      (3 Units)

Ministry Elective                   (4 Units)
- Choose Two Seminars

Speaking/Communication       (2 Units)
Advanced Leadership              (2 Units)
Worship/Music Systems          (2 Units)
Keys to Family Ministry            (2 Units)

Year 1 Residency                   (6Units) 

Year 2 Residency                   (6Units) 

We are currently in conversations with a few schools about a partnership 
that would allow students to enroll in an accredited university and 
receive credit for a residency through Central College.  For more 
information, contact college@centralonline.tv.

DEGREE BASED PROGRAMS

ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF 
MINISTRY LEADERSHIP
BIBLE CORE + LEADERSHIP CORE + ELECTIVE + 
2 YEAR INTERNSHIP



Sample Schedule

The Central Way  (Q1)

Self Leadership (Q2)

Ministry Internship / Residency

3 Units

3 Units

3 Units

3 Units

3 Units

3 Units

YEAR 1 SAMPLE SCHEDULE
LEADERSHIP TRACK + MINISTRY RESIDENCY

SEMESTER 1

Semester 1 Total                                9 Units 

Pastoral Leadership  (Q3)

Team Leadership (Q4)

Ministry Internship / Residency

Semester 2 Total                               9 Units  

SEMESTER 2

Old Testament Survey (Q1)

New Testament Survey (Q2)

Speaking/Communication

Ministry Internship/Residency

3 Units

3 Units

2 Units

3 Units

3 Units

3 Units

2 Units

3 Units

YEAR 2 SAMPLE SCHEDULE
BIBLE TRACK + ELECTIVES + MINISTRY RESIDENCY

SEMESTER 3

Semester 3 Total                                11 Units 

Biblical Theology I (Q3)

Biblical Theology II (Q4)

Advanced Leadership

Ministry Internship/Residency

Semester 4 Total                               11 Units  

SEMESTER 4

TOTAL PROGRAM - 40 UNITS



Course 
Descriptions



LEAD 101 - Central Way
At Central we have a unique philosophy of ministry 
and leadership. The Central Way will explore this 
philosophy as it plays out in Central’s key ministries 
and will assist students in identifying which ministry 
areas and opportunities best match their individual 
purpose and calling.

LEAD 102 - Self Leadership
Leadership originates within the heart and mind of 
the Leader. This Self Leadership course will explore 
the internal dynamics, rhythms, pitfalls, and 
long-term habits and patterns needed for lasting and 
e�ective leadership.

LEAD 103 - Pastoral Leadership 
Leading and caring for people is one of the most 
crucial aspects of ministry. This Pastoral Leadership 
course will tackle the key components of caring for 
people in the local church through all stages of life 
and ministry. 

LEAD 104 - Team Leadership
Great leaders realize that lasting ministry cannot be 
built alone. This Team Leadership course will enable 
students to learn how to lead teams of people using 
dynamic vision, team collaboration, recruitment 
strategies, and management principles. 

Leadership Core



BIBLE 101 - Old Testament Introduction
The Old Testament tells the history of God’s love for 
His people and His ongoing faithfulness toward us. 
This course will survey the key aspects of that story 
while diving into a variety of biblical genres—includ-
ing historical writings, wisdom literature, and books 
of prophecy—and will equip students with the 
proper tools for the study and interpretation of each 
form.

BIBLE 102 - New Testament Introduction
In the New Testament, God’s perfect plan for 
redemption culminates in the coming of Christ and 
the commissioning of His church. This course will 
overview these historic events as described in Scrip-
ture, from the Gospels through Revelation, with a 
particular focus on learning to study and correctly 
interpret the di�erent genres of biblical writing that 
are represented.

BIBLE 103 - Biblical Theology I
When the Bible is taken as a whole, specific patterns 
and recurring principles become evident. This course 
will examine the pillars of Christian doctrine that 
stem from these repeated themes and how they 
inform our understanding of God, sin, eternity, the 
Church, and our mission.

BIBLE 104 - Biblical Theology II
Building on our basic understanding of theology, we 
will begin exploring a few deeper theological issues 
within Scripture.  This class will take a look a key sub-
jects such as salvation, atonement, redemption, 
eschatology, and more. 

Bible Core



ELECTIVE 201 – Keys to Family Ministry
For any ministry to thrive, long-term, big-picture 
planning is key. This course will prepare participants 
to structure their ministries e�ectively, to plan their 
calendars and events strategically, to serve the needs 
of parents and families intentionally, and to budget 
for each aspect of their ministry appropriately.

ELECTIVE 202 - Worship Music Systems
Music is more than notes on a page; it’s a way to con-
nect people’s heart to God. In this course, students 
will be trained in all stages of the music process from 
idea to implementation, and it will develop the 
student’s ability to lead songs in a relevant and 
engaging way.

ELECTIVE 203 - Advanced Leadership
Leading e�ective organizations takes passion, 
endurance and strong skill. This Advanced Leader-
ship Course will teach and train students in the skills 
needed to e�ectively build, align and sta� an organi-
zation for the long haul. 

ELECTIVE 204 - Speaking/Communication
Great communication skills are required of every 
leader. This Speaking and Communications course 
will ensure that each student is taught the needed 
preparation and communication skills, while also 
developing the right heart to be an e�ective commu-
nicator is any setting. 

Electives



Residency



Central College provides students with a strong leadership classroom learning 
environment coupled with a hands-on leadership experience to fully equip 
those desiring to enter full time vocational ministry.  We have many di�erent 
resident opportunities led by world class, experienced ministry leaders at 
Central Church.  Students will have the opportunity to select the area of their 
residency through dialog with the Central College team.  Residents are 
expected to serve a minimum of 20 hours a week and will gain invaluable 
experience doing ministry in a dynamic, growing church.

Residency Options

Campus Pastor

Groups

ViBE / First Impressions

CARE / Celebrate Recovery

Central Kidz

FUSE Junior High

FUSE High School

Worship

Audio

Lights

Live Video

Films

Production

Communication



Faculty



Jud Wilhite
Lead Pastor, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 22 Years

Jud Wilhite serves as the Lead Pastor of Central Church. Central is dedicated to 
introducing people to Jesus and helping them follow Him. Jud is a best-selling author 
who has written several books including The God of Yes, Pursued, and The Uncensored 
Truth Bible for New Beginnings, a study Bible for new believers. His teaching segments 
are heard nationally on KLOVE radio. Jud and his wife, Lori, reside in the Las Vegas area 
with their two children, Emma and Ethan, and a slobbery Bulldog named Roxy.

Mike Bodine
Senior Leader, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 28 Years

Mike Bodine serves as the Senior Leader of Central Church. During more than 20 years of 
full-time ministry, Mike has served in churches in Illinois and New Mexico and now loves 
serving in “Grace City.” Mike’s strategy for church growth not only makes an impact on 
Central locations but is helping churches around the world reach their full potential. Mike 
and his wife, Lisa, reside in the Las Vegas area where they love spending time with their 
family and being Pops and Lovey to their 10 precious grandkids.

Shawn Williams
Executive Pastor of Leadership Development, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 15 Years

Shawn Williams serves as the Executive Pastor of Leadership Development at Central 
Church. Shawn and his wife, Lindsay, reside in the Las Vegas area with their two children, 
Levi and Austin.

Jon Bodin
Executive Pastor of Ministry Teams, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 30 Years

Jon Bodin serves as the Executive Pastor of Ministry Teams at Central Church. Jon and his 
wife, Amy, reside in the Las Vegas area and have three children, Kaitlyn, Connor and 
Jeron.

Nick Bodine
Executive Pastor of Campus Experience, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 9 Years

Nick Bodine oversees the hospitality and operational aspects for all of Central Church’s 
campuses. Nick and his wife, Laura, reside in the Las Vegas area with their three children, 
Avery, Quinn, and Cosette.



Drew Bodine
Executive Pastor of Weekend Experience, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 15 Years 

Drew Bodine serves as the Executive Pastor of Weekend Experience at Central Church. 
Drew and his wife, Natalie, reside in the Las Vegas area with their two children, Lola and 
Landon.

Ben Woods
Executive Pastor of Global Expansion, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 17 Years

Ben Woods serves as the Executive Pastor of Global Expansion at Central Church. Ben 
and his wife, Bec, reside in the Las Vegas area with their children, Libby, Laura, and Tilly.

Patrick Detken
Area Pastor of Groups, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 17 Years 

Patrick Detken serves as the Groups Area Director at Central Church. Patrick and his wife, 
Brett, reside in the Las Vegas area with their two children, Jackson and Mia.

Mike Ellingsen
Area Pastor of Ownership, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 35 years

Mike Ellingsen serves as the Area Pastor of Ownership at Central Church. Mike and his 
wife, Debbie, reside in the Las Vegas area and love spending time with their children and 
grandchildren.

Tony Schwartz
Family Ministry Area Director, Central Church
Ministry Experience: 27 Years

Tony Schwartz serves as the Family Ministry Area Director at Central Church. Tony and his 
wife, Lisa, reside in the Las Vegas area with their children, Robby, Riley and Ellie.



Central College
Questions



Central College Questions
1. What is Central College of Ministry? 
The Central College of Ministry is a comprehensive educational experience designed to 
partner with students as they discover their purpose, equip them to grow in their leadership, 
and transform their future. The Central College is designed to empower students with 
ministry experiences that go hand-in-hand with what they learn in the classroom. Our desire 
is that through learning both the Biblical implications of leadership and Central’s unique 
DNA in how this is lived out through practical application, each participant will receive a 
strong foundation of successful leadership tools to fully answer the call on their lives.

2. What makes Central College of Ministry unique? 
Central College provides students with a strong leadership classroom learning environment 
coupled with a hands-on leadership experience to fully equip those entering full time 
vocational ministry. 

3. What are the program options?
Students can choose one of three Certificate Programs through the Central College:

*For more information on specific courses o�ered within the above programs, please refer 
to Central College Course Descriptions.

4. How long is the program?
The program is flexible based on whether a student is participating full time or part time.  Full 
time students can earn their Advanced Certificate of Ministry in two years. The Certificate of 
Biblical Studies and the Certificate of Ministry could be completed in a single year.     

5. Is the program accredited?
Central College of Ministry is not accredited and cannot award an accredited degree. We are 
exploring potential partnership opportunities with accredited schools for those students 
who desire to earn a Bachelor or Master Degree.  

1.  Certificate of Biblical Studies: (Bible Core): This program designed for those seeking to 
    deepen their understanding of Biblical studies.
2. Certificate of Ministry (Leadership Core + 1 Year Internship): This program designed for 
    those seeking to sharpen their ministry leadership skills.
3. Advanced Certificate of Ministry (Bible Core + Leadership Core + Elective + 2 Year 
    Internship): This program designed for those seeking a role in full-time vocational ministry. 
    Students will complete the Bible and Leadership courses while also choosing two electives 
    based on their desired ministry area.  



6. What is the cost of the program?
The cost for the program is $100 per unit.  

A student could expect to pay the following for each program:
 
     1.  Certificate of Biblical Studies - $600 per semester ($1200 for entire program)
     2. Certificate of Ministry - $900 per semester ($1800 for entire program)
      3. Advanced Certificate of Ministry Leadership - $1000 per semester 
         ($4000 for entire program)
 
7. What does the cost include?
Student tuition covers all educational training, experiences, and resources for hands-on 
experience. Students will be responsible for books for each class as well as their living 
expenses.  
 
8. Is there financial aid?
Currently, there is no financial aid available.  We are working to raise additional resources 
so that we can o�er scholarships to those who have financial need. 
 
9. How can I apply for the program?
For more information, please visit centralonline.tv/college. We’re excited to journey with 
you!



centralonline.tv/college




